A short summary (in English) of the final common output written by Valentin Todorov and Stylianos Papantonakis
Our common article tells with the means of the reportage journalism for two excellent examples of that how the sport - and the football in particular, helps the people from vulnerable social groups and with difficult lives, to overcome the prejudices of the society towards them and to change attitudes in this society.

The examples are from Bulgaria and from the largest Greek island of Crete - a place, where thousands of immigrants from various countries living there illegally.

The Bulgarian example is an journalistic story about the so called “The team of Hope” - this is actually a Bulgarian national football team for homeless, who have been  selected to participate for first time in the football Homeless World Cup for homeless people, which will be held for 10th time in October 2012 in Mexico City.

The Team of Hope is comprised from 8 young boys and men between 17 to 30 years who in the past were lived on the streets or raised in the orphanages, they don’t know their parents, never had a family and many of them are were small criminals. In a word – they have had a very difficult start in the life.

The attracting them as players in the football Team of Hope has changed their tormented destinies.

Now they live for this team and this is an wonderful opportunity to present with dignity their country on the Homeless World Cup in Mexico. 
So far, these guys play in front of  empty stands, nobody stops them on the street for autographs and don’t called them sport stars.

But more importantly is that the Bulgarian society gradually began to see to them with understanding and respect – said two of them to the authors of this article, and added  that they feel much more complete and integrated than ever before and are grateful to the football that it breaks stereotypes in the society.
"The sport discipline and motivates us to continue to fight in this life," said one of them.

The Greek example (from the city of Chania) in our common article focuses on another group of people to which the public generally has hardened prejudices.
The Greek town of Chania (Crete Island) is a multicultural place, mostly friendly with the immigrants, with a lot of locals who working as volunteers in order to help everybody who needs from help.
An excellent example of that how the sport helps for the better understanding of those who are different from us, is the football team in Chania consisted from immigrants and local residents, which is not a common happen phenomenon in a provincial town of any European country.

A football game with a mixed group of players coming from various countries, confronted with a group of prisoners coming from the local prisons in Crete island. Greece, with the current economic crisis and high rate of unemployment now is out of control, and a lot of people there survive only in organized social feds. 
But the football seems now to be a tool in order to prove the advantages of the diversity in the society. It’s not only a game, it’s just a pleasure, the win is not the most important thing, but is an instrument for surviving, a reason for some people to find a meaning in their life. 
Through the game are coming in the daylight every paradox of the local authority of Chania. Most of immigrants on Crete island working illegally, they play football but the the local authority does not provide them with the necessary papers in order to stay and live legally on the island. 
A lot of human actions from Cretan people took place in town of Chania in order to help the immigrants in the area to integrate, but the mixed football team have not yet any sponsors. Now the football team in some way has survive from the crisis, but needs from money and equipment to continue to play. 
This team, that is an original evidence, that the diversity is a way of living in town of Chania, with the meaning that all people are equal and important, needs from a little help from the local society, otherwise will be a sweet memory from the past.
Valentin Todorov (Bulgaria)

Stylianos Papantonakis (Greece)
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